INTO THE ADIRONDAOKS.

THE RAILROAD EXTENSION THAT HAS
LONG BEEN NEEDED.

LAEE Pracip, July 11.—Until within
less than two years there ware only two routes
by which visitors from the East could enter
tho heart of the Adirondacks, which 18
that region 1lying morth of the higher
nanks. Marov. MaocIntyre, Beward, and
@lant of the Valley. Even visitors’ from the
Wast and South were obliged, for the most part,
to take one of the two routesfrom the eastward;
for the connectiors by wé.y of the 8t, Lawrence
River required too much staging, and the access
from the southward, by way of Schroon, Indian,
Raocquette, or Blue Mountain Lakes had alto-

gether too much boating and carrying to suit
{he majority of visitora One of the routes
above noted was hyrail to Westpor:i, on Lake
Champlain, and thence by stage, through Eliza-
bethtown, 35 miles to Lake Placid, 43 mtles to
the Saranac Lakes, or 48 miles to Paul Smith’s.
The other route was by the branch raliway out
of Plattsburg up the valley of the Au Sable
River to the forks, or Point of Rocks, and thence
by stage up the westl branch of the Au Sable,
through Wilmington, 28 miles 1o Lake Placid;
or through Franklin Falls and to the northward
of Old Whiteface Mauntsin, & good 38 miles to
Paul Smith’s. '

All this has been revolutionized within the
space of about two deasons. Asa late as the Bum-
mer of 1886 the Chateaugay Rallroad extended
from Platssburg only as far as Lyon Mountain,
34 niles. Beifore tle season of 1837, bowever,
the road had beon extended 20 miles beyond
Lyon Mountain to Loon Lake. A daily stage be-
gan to run from the lake to BSaranac Lake vil-
lage, 22 miles; and another stage to Paul
Sm1fh’s, 13 miles—both of which drives wers 80
shortened a8 to oause muoch iavorabile
comment among travelers. Indeed, it was
thought to bLe & great achievemont that
one could leave Plattsburg at 0:30 A. M. and
dine in Saraunac Lake village, To-day the vis-
itor, by reason of an extension of the railroada
12 miles to Bloomingdale and 6 miles beyond
that to Saranac Lake village, can leave Saratoga
at 8:30 A. M., dine in Plattsburg, and take an
early tea at Loon Lake, either of the Saranae
Lakes, Paul Smith’s, or Lake Plaoid. Thusa it is

oasible for the traveler from New-York to

eavye by the mnight boats or DY the midnight
trains, meeting the traveler from Boston or the
West in Albany in tlme teo take a tr&in for the
north at 7 o’clock and oarry out whalever pro-
grammme he wishes in accordance with the dis-
tarces and the eard notecd above.

Tne Chateaagay Railroad winds up the valley
of the Saranac River from Pluttsburg, pasSses
the Clinton Prison at Dannemoras, and runs
within sight of Chazy and Upover Chateaugay
Lakes a8 it twists about Lyon ountain. Itis a
narrow-gauge road, and the small engine tugs a
good deal to overcome the grade of 2,300 feet
{n 34 miles. It might seem to the new traveler
in this region thatif the road were running 38
moiles further into the Adirondacks there would
be a constant rigse, But instead of that there is
a gradual descent toward Saranac Lake village,
the height of whichis only 1,800 feet. On the way
thither from Lyon Mountaln we pass Plumadore
Pond, Loon Lake, (with a stage drive of three
miles to the hotels,) round Pond and Blooming-
dale, (with a stage drive of six miies to Paul
Smith’sa on Lower 8t. Regls Lake,) At the
termints, in Saranac Lake village, stage drives

of one mile bring us to Alexander’s and Miller’s
hotels on the lake, mew buildings, eaeh with a
eapacity of about 1,000 guests; 12 mailes 10
Saranac Inn, (formerly the Prospeoct House, and
better known as the place where President
Cleveland tarvies;) and 17 miles to Adirondack
Ledge, in the heart of the wilderness. We end
our railroad ride at the head of -the Saranao
Valley, having never left it excent to travel
along the height of land which divides 1t from
the B8t Regls, Salmon, and Chateaugay
Rivers running into the Bt Lawrence;
and from the Chazy River the porthernmosat
atream that empties into Lake Champlain. The
Saranac Lakes are oclose to the divide which
shoves the waters northward and westward
into the 8t. Lawenee. On the gsouth Amper-
annd and Mount Beward divide the waters lhag
run to the Hudson River. Travelers from Panul
Smith’s, S8aranac Inn, and the new rosorts of
Miller’s and Alexander's on the lower Saranac
Lake report that the season has opened earlier
:han usual and that the hotels are rapldly fll-
ng up.
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